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Course Overview 

Miss Payenski  
Room C18 | (623) 932-7500 ext. 3115 

Email: apayenski@aguafria.org 
School website: https://www.aguafria.org/dehs  

Google Classroom Code: 7r1mk9 
 
Required Text 

1. Biology, 8th Edition, Campbell and Reece. *I have a class set, but it is recommended to purchase 
one on Amazon.com (as cheap as $5) to read, highlight and take notes. 

2. OpenStax Biology for AP® Courses *An additional resource that is free and also aligned to 
curriculum. Download a copy here. https://openstax.org/details/books/biology-ap-courses 

Office Hours 
M, T, F – 11:3712:06, Th – 12:501:25, 2nd half of Power Hour | Two days after school per week, TBD 
 
Course Description 
This course is a year-long study of biology that is comparable to an introductory course taken usually by 
biology majors in their first year of college. It is rigorous and fast-paced that allows students to obtain 
college credit upon successfully passing the AP exam. This course is structured around four big ideas in 
biology that will provide students a basis to develop a deep conceptual understanding as well as 
opportunities to integrate biological knowledge and science practice through inquiry-based activities 
and lab investigations. Despite its difficulty, students may succeed in this class by trying their hardest, 
keeping up with work, asking for help when necessary.  
 
The AP Exam 
Test Date: Monday May 11, 2020 | 8 am 
A score of at least 3 out of 5 is passing; however, some colleges only accept AP scores of a 4 or 5 to 
receive college credit. Check with the schools to which you are applying you are applying for details (the 
major you select may also be a factor). 
By signing up for this class, it is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED to take the AP exam. 
 
Course Topics  
AP Biology is structured around four big ideas, the enduring understandings within the big ideas, and the 
essential knowledge within the enduring understandings. 
 
Big Idea 1: Evolution The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life. 
Big Idea 2: Cellular Processes (Energy and Communication) Biological systems utilize free energy and 
molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce and to maintain dynamic homeostasis. 
Big Idea 3: Genetics and Information Transfer Living systems store, retrieve, transmit and respond to 
information essential to life processes. 
Big Idea 4: Interactions Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess 
complex properties. 
 
Curricular Requirements  
CR1: Students and teachers use a recently-published (within the last 10 years) college-level biology 
textbook. 
CR2: The course is structured around the enduring understandings within the big ideas as described 
above. 

mailto:apayenski@aguafria.org
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CR3a: Students connect the enduring understandings within Big Ideas 1 (the process of evolution drives 
the diversity and unity of life) to at least one other big idea. 
CR3b: Students connect the enduring understandings within Big Ideas 2 (biological systems utilize free 
energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce, and to maintain dynamic homeostasis) to 
at least one other big idea. 
CR3c: Students connect the enduring understandings within Big Idea 3 (living systems store, retrieve, 
transmit, and respond to information essential to life processes) to at least one other big idea. 
CR3d: Students connect the enduring understandings within Big Ideas 4 (biological systems interact and 
these systems and their interaction possess complex properties) to at least one other Big Idea. 
CR4a: The course provides students with opportunities outside of the laboratory investigations to meet 
the learning objectives within Big Ideas 1. 
CR4b: The course provides students with opportunities outside of the laboratory investigations to meet 
the learning objectives within Big Ideas 2. 
CR4c: The course provides students with opportunities outside of the laboratory investigations to meet 
the learning objectives within Big Ideas 3. 
CR4d: The course provides students with opportunities outside of the laboratory investigations to meet 
the learning objectives within Big Ideas 4. 
CR5: The course provides students with opportunities to connect their biological and scientific 
knowledge to major social issues (e.g., concerns, technological advances, innovations) to help them 
become scientifically literate citizens. 
CR6: The student-directed laboratory investigations used throughout the course allow students to apply 
the seven science practices defined in the AP Biology Curriculum Framework and include at least two lab 
experiences in each of the four big ideas. 
CR7: Students are provided the opportunity to engage in investigative laboratory work integrated 
throughout the course for a minimum of 25 percent of instructional time. 
CR8: The course provides opportunities for students to develop and record evidence of their verbal, 
written, and graphic communication skills through laboratory reports, summaries of literature or 
scientific investigations, and oral, written, or graphic presentation.  

 
Grades 
Final grades will be determined by the following break-down of assignments. Grades will be updated in 
Synergy in real-time and submitted for the week by Thursday at 3 pm.  
 

Letter Grade Break-Down 

 A 90%-100% 
B 80%-89% 
C 70%-79% 
D 60%-69% 
F 59% and below 

 
Classroom Expectations 

BE RESPECTFUL 
o Do not speak while I or other classmates are speaking. Treat all belongings with the care that 

you would your own. Clean up after yourself. Use appropriate language. 
o Do not criticize someone for making a wrong answer. 

COME PREPARED 

o Bring a notebook, writing utensil, and your charged Chromebook to class each day. 

Final Course Grade Break-Down  

 Fall Semester Spring Semester 
Assessments 60% 55% 
Lab Practices and Projects 25% 20% 
Quarter Benchmark Exam 5% 5% 
Midterm/Final Exam 10% 20% 
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o Be in the classroom before the bell rings, ready to work with necessary assignments completed. 
BE INVOLVED 

o Actively participate in classroom discussions and activities. Ask questions and be an active 
learner. It is okay to make mistakes; science’s successes come from failure! 

 

Procedures and Policies 
BE ON TIME 
Come to class on time; students entering the 
classroom after the bell will report to Sweep.  
 
BELL WORK 
Upon entering the classroom, hand in any due 
assignments in the bin at the front, and 
complete the Warm Up. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Students will remain seated and working until I 
dismiss them. Students will not pack up or line 
up at the door before the bell rings. 
 
CELL PHONES AND HEADPHONES/EAR BUDS 
Cell phones and all personal headphones are 
prohibited and may not be used or out/seen 
during class. 
 
FOOD AND DRINK/DRESS CODE 

Food is not allowed during your class period 
unless during Academic Overtime. If you 
leave a mess behind, this privilege will be 
taken away from everyone. The only drink 
allowed is bottled water. No chewing gum is 
allowed. Hats are not permitted, and the 
dress code is strictly enforced. 
 
BATHROOM POLICY 

Students may not use the restroom 10 
minutes after the start of class or before the 
end of class. Only one person out at a time. 

Students must carry the hall pass. 

 
HOMEWORK POLICY 
Work not finished in class will be due the next 
morning unless otherwise noted. It is up to you 
to use your class time wisely, and you may save 
yourself from homework. This AP course is 
difficult. Just because you do not have assigned 
homework, to be successful, you will have to 
study every day. 
 
LATE WORK POLICY 
Students may hand in work after the due date 
for up to a 40% score deduction. If students are 
absent, they have the number of days they 
were out to complete the assignment for 
possible full credit. 
 
RETAKE POLICY 
Students will be required to read the text and 
complete chapter quizzes based on reading. 
Students may correct reading quizzes by 
coming in for tutoring to receive partial credit 
for mistakes provided that they handwrite the 
correct answer and provide explanation. Unit 
tests may not be corrected for points. 
 
ACADEMIC OVERTIME 
Attendance in office hours is recommended for 
all students and required for those who have a 
D or F average. Ditching has consequences that 
are listed in the student handbook and are 
reinforced by admin staff. 
 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
Plagiarism is not acceptable on any level. Any students attempting to turn in work that is not 100% 
theirs will receive a zero on the assignment. This includes copying work from another student, cutting 
and pasting from the internet, and taking credit for work you did not complete. Cheating in any way on 
assessments will not be tolerated, and students will face profound consequences that are outlined in 
the student handbook. Students will NOT have the opportunity to make up grades in this situation.  
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Consequences 
Discipline is in place to allow for efficient learning to occur and for the safety of all students. Failure to 
follow rules and policies will result in the following consequences. 

1. Verbal warning  |  2. Conference after class  |  3. Detention/Phone call home  | 4. Referral (SIP) 
 

Technology Expectations 
1. Students will use the computers/technology as instructed to do so by the teacher. Students are 
permitted to use the device at home. Students are responsible for bringing it to school every day, fully 
charged.  
 
2. Problems with technology are not an acceptable excuse for late submission of student assignments. 
Students MUST assume that technology will fail at some point. Students cannot and should not assume 
that everything will go smoothly when it comes to the internet, e-learning course management tools, 
and computers. It is incumbent upon students to PLAN AHEAD and not leave their projects/assignments 
for the last possible moment 
 
3. Students will secure the device when it is out of their sight. The device should not be left in an 
unlocked locker, a desk, or other location where someone else might take it. Students will be 
responsible for replacement cost of the device. 
 
4. Students will treat the computers/technology with respect. Do not write or draw on the device or 
apply any stickers or labels.  Handle the device carefully and ensure others do the same.. Students will 
keep device out of places with extreme temperature or limited ventilation (e.g., in a car) for an extended 
period of time. 
 
5.  No Right to Privacy. The devices are District property; therefore, the District may examine the devices 

and search their contents at any time for any reason.  Neither students nor parents/guardians have 

any right to privacy of any data saved on the device or in a cloud-based account to which the 

device connects. 
 

Lab Safety 
 

Science Safety Rules/Procedures Agreement- required by AFHSUD 
In order to ensure that science experiments are safe and positive learning experiences, students and 
their parents should read, discuss, and sign the safety rules and procedures agreement. No student will 
be permitted to participate in laboratory work until the agreement is acknowledged by both parent and 
student and returned to the teacher. 

o Act in a responsible manner at all times. 
Misconduct that endangers any student will 
not be tolerated. 

o Never work without adult supervision. Do 
not handle any materials until instructed by 
the teacher to do so. 

o Perform the experiments as directed. Do 
not do anything that is not part of an 
approved experimental procedure. Follow 
all instructions given by the teacher. Read 
the written procedures. If you don’t 

understand a procedure or piece of 
equipment, ask the teacher. 

o Eating or drinking in the lab or experimental 
work area are forbidden. 

o Wear appropriate protective equipment. A 
lab coat or apron and ANSI approved eye 
protection should be worn when necessary. 
Keep hands away from face, eyes, and 
mouth while using chemical or reserved 
specimens. 

o Never taste a chemical. Never pipette by 
mouth—always use a pipette bulb. 
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o Check odors only if instructed to do so by 
gently wafting some of the vapor toward 
your nose with your hand. 

o Carry sharp objects with the tip or sharp 
edge pointing downwards. Do not try to 
catch falling sharp objects. 

o Use caution when heating materials in the 
lab. Keep hands and face away from the 
mouth of a test tube or beaker being 
heated. Turn off burner or hot plate when 
you are finished—never leave an active 
heat source unattended. 

o Do not enter science prep rooms or storage 
areas unless under teacher supervision. 

o Never take chemicals, supplies, or 
equipment out of the laboratory without 

the knowledge and consent of the science 
teacher. 

o Clean your lab area; put away all equipment 
and reagents; wash your hands at the end 
of each works session. Report and damaged 
glassware or equipment to your teacher. 

o All personal items, backpacks, bags, etc. are 
to be placed in an area separate from the 
experimental area. 

o If the activity is performed outside, all 
applicable rules are in effect. 

o These rules may be amended at any time 
during the semester in order to keep the 
safety of all involved a priority.  

 

AP Biology Curriculum Outline 
The following is an overview of the main concepts that we will be covering this year. Each ‘Big Idea’ 
has Enduring Understandings (EU) and sub points for each EU. Although the outline does not go into 
detail on each sub point, it will help you to know what the important understandings are for each 
section. The chapters are included in parenthesis after each sub point. At the end are the science 
practices that will be emphasized this year through labs and class activities. 
 

Big Idea 1 – Evolution: The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life 

o EU 1A – Change in the genetic makeup of a population over time is evolution (CH 22.2, 23.2) 
1. Natural selection is a major mechanism of evolution(CH 23.1, 23.4) 
2. Natural selections acts on phenotypic variations in populations (CH 23.3) 
3. Evolutionary change is also driven by random processes (CH 22.3, 25.2) 
4. Biological evolution is supported by scientific evidence from many disciplines, including 

mathematics (CH 22.3, 25.2) 
o EU 1B – Organisms are linked by lines of descent from common ancestry 

1. Organisms share many conserved core processes and features that evolved and are widely 
distributed among organisms today (CH 25.1, 25.3) 

2. Phylogenic trees and cladograms are graphical representations of evolutionary history that 
can be tested (CH 26.1-26.3) 

o EU 1C – Life continues to evolve within a changing environment 

1. Speciation and extinction have occurred through the Earth’s history (CH 24.3, 24.4, 25.4) 
2. Speciation may occur when two populations become reproductively isolated from each 

other (CH24.1) 
3. Populations of organisms continue to evolve (CH 24.2) 

o EU 1D – the origin of living systems is explained by natural processes 

1. There are several hypotheses about the natural origin of life on Earth, each with supporting 
scientific evidence (CH 4.1, 25.1, 25.3) 

2. Scientific evidence from many different disciplines supports models of the origin of life (CH 
26.6) 

Big Idea 2 – Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce 
and to maintain dynamic homeostasis 

o EU 2A – Growth, reproduction, and maintenance of the organization of living systems require free energy 
and matter 
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1. All living system require constant input of free energy ( CH 8.1 – 8.3, 9.1-9.5, 10.1-10.3, 40.1-
40.4,51.4, 5302, 53.4, 55.2, 55.3) 

2. Organisms capture and store free energy for use in biological processes (CH 9.1-9.5, 10.1-
10.3) 

3. Organisms must exchange matter with the environment to grow, reproduce, and maintain 
organization (CH 3.1-3.3, 4.1, 4.2, 6.23) 

o EU 2B – Growth, reproduction and dynamic homeostasis require that cells create and maintain 
internal environments that are different from their external environment 

1. Cell membranes are selectively permeable due to their structure (CH 7.1, 7.2) 
2. Growth and dynamic homeostasis are maintained by the constant movement 

of molecules across membranes (CH 7.3-7.5) 
3. Eukaryotic cells maintain internal membranes that partition the cell into 

specialized regions (CH 6.2-6.5) 
o EU 2C – organisms use feedback mechanisms to regulate growth and reproduction, and to 

maintain dynamic homeostasis 

1. Organisms use feedback mechanisms to maintain their internal environments 
and respond to external environmental changes (CH 40.2, 40.3) 

2. Organisms respond to changes in their external environments (CH 40.3) 
o EU 2D – Growth and dynamic homeostasis of a biological system are influenced by changes in 

the system’s environment 
1. All biological systems from cells and organisms to populations, communities 

and ecosystems are affected by complex biotic and abiotic interactions 
involving exchange of matter and free energy (CH 52.4, 53.1-53.5, 54.1-54.5, 
55.1-55.4) 

2. Homeostatic mechanisms reflect both common ancestry and divergence due to 
adaptation in different environments (CH 40.2, 40.3, 56.1) 

3. Biological systems are affected by disruptions to their dynamic homeostasis 
(CH 40.2, 40.3, 56.1) 

4. Plants and animals have a variety of chemical defenses against infections that 
affect dynamic homeostasis (CH 39.5, 43.1 – 43.4) 

o EU 2E – many biological processes involved in growth, reproduction and dynamic homeostasis 
include temporal regulation and coordination. 

1. Timing and coordination of specific events are necessary for the normal 
development of an organism, and these events are regulated by a variety of 
mechanisms (18.2-18.4, 38.1) 

2. Timing and coordination of physiological events are regulated by multiple 
mechanisms (38.1, 39.2, 39.3, 24.1, 11.1) 

3. Timing and coordination of behavior are regulated by various mechanisms and 
are important in natural selection (CH 51.1, 51.2, 39.2, 39.3, 51.1, 54.1) 

Big Idea 3 – Living systems store, retrieve, transmit and respond to information essential life processes 

o EU 3A – Heritable information provides for continuity of life 

1. DNA and in some cases RNA, is the primary source of heritable information (CH 5.5, 27.1, 
16.1, 16.2,17.1-17.4, 19.2, 20.1, 20.2) 

2. In eukaryotes, heritable information is passes to the next generation in processes that 
include the cell cycle and mitosis or meiosis plus fertilization (CH 12.1-12.3, 13.1-13.3) 

3. The chromosomal basis of inheritance provides an understanding of the pattern of passage 
(transmission) of genes from parent to offspring (CH 14.1-14.4) 

4. The inheritance pattern of many traits cannot be explained by simple Mendelian genetics 
(CH 15.1-15.5 

o EU 3B – Expression of genetic information involves cellular and molecular mechanisms 

1. Gene regulation results in differential gene expression, leading to cell specialization (CH 
18.1-18.2) 
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2. A variety of intercellular and intracellular signal transmissions mediate gene expression (CH 
11.1,11.4, 18.1-18.4) 

o EU 3C – The processing of genetic information is imperfect and is a source of genetic variation 

1. Changes in genotype can result in changes in phenotype (CH 15.4, 16.2, 17.5, 23.4) 

2. Biological systems have multiple processes that increase genetic variation (CH 27.2, 13.4) 

3. Viral replication results in genetic variation, and viral infection can introduce genetic 
variation into the hosts (CH 19.1, 19.2) 

o EU 3D – Cells communicate by generating, transmitting, and receiving chemical signals 

1. Cell communication processes share common features that reflect a shared evolutionary 
history (CH 11.1, 11.2) 

2. Cells communicate with each other through direct contact with other cells or from ad 
distance via chemical signaling (CH 11.1, 11.2) 

3. Signal transduction pathways link signal reception with cellular response (CH 11.3) 
4. Changes in signal transduction pathways can alter cellular response (CH 11.4) 

o EU 3E – Transmission of information results in changes within and between biological systems 

1. Individuals can act on information and communicate it to others(51.1) 
2. Animals have nervous systems that detect external and internal signals, transmit and 

integrate information, and produce responses (CH 48.1-48.4, 49.2) 

Big Idea 4 – Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex properties 

o EU 4A – Interactions with biological systems lead to complex properties 

1. The subcomponents of biological molecules and their sequence determine the properties of 
that molecule (CH 5.1-5.5) 

2. The structure and function of subcellular components and their interactions provide 
essential cellular processes (CH 6.2-6.5) 

3. Interactions between external stimuli and regulated gene expression result in specialization 
of cell, tissues, and organs (CH 18.4) 

4. Organisms exhibit complex properties due to interactions between their constituent parts 
(CH 48.4) 

5. Communities are composed of populations of organisms that interact in complex ways (CH 
53.1-53.6) 

6. Interactions among living systems and with their environment result in the movement of 
matter and energy (CH 54.2, 55.1-55.4, 56.4) 

o EU 4B – Competition and cooperation are important aspects of biological systems 

1. Interactions between molecules affect their structure and function (CH 5.4, 84-8.5) 
2. Cooperative interactions within organisms promote efficiency in the use of energy and 

matter (CH 6.4, 40.1) 
3. Interactions between and within populations influence patterns of species distribution and 

abundance (CH 54.1) 
4. Distribution of local and global ecosystems changes over time (CH 25.4, 56.1-55.5) 

o EU 4C – Naturally occurring diversity among and between components within biological systems 
affects interactions with the environment 

1. Variation in molecular unites provides cells with a wider range of functions (CH 5.1-5.5, 21.5) 
2. Environmental factors influence the expression of the genotype in an organism (CH 14.3) 
3. The level of variation in a population affects population dynamics (CH 23.1-23.3) 
4. The diversity of species within an ecosystem may influence the stability of the ecosystem 

(CH 14.3,23.23, 54.2, 56.1) 
 
Science Practices (skills that are required for scientific study) 

1. Use representations and models to communicate scientific phenomena and solve scientific problems. 

a. Create representations and models of natural or manmade phenomena and systems in the domain 

b. Describe representations and models of natural or manmade phenomena and systems in the 
domain 
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c. Refine representations and models of natural or manmade phenomena and systems in the domain 
d. Use representations and models of analyze situations or solve problems qualitatively and 

quantitatively 

e. Re-express key elements of natural phenomena across multiple representations in the domain 

2. Use mathematics properly 

a. Justify selection of mathematical routine to solve problems 

b. Apply mathematical routines to quantities 

c. Estimate numerical quantities 

3. Engage in scientific questioning to extend thinking or to guide investigations within the context of the AP 
course 

a. Pose scientific questions 

b. Refine scientific questions 

c. Evaluate scientific questions 

4. Plan and implement data collection strategies appropriate to a particular scientific question 

a. Justify the selection of the kind of data needed to answer a particular scientific question 

b. Design a plan for collecting data to answer a particular scientific question 

c. Collect data to answer a particular scientific question 

d. Evaluate sources of data to answer a particular scientific question 

5. Perform data analysis and evaluation of evidence 

a. Analyze data to identify patterns or relationships 

b. Refine observations and measurements based on data analysis 

c. Evaluate the evidence provided by data sets in relation to a particular scientific question 

6. Work with scientific explanations and theories 

a. Justify claims with evidence 

b. Construct explanations of phenomena based on evidence produced through scientific practices 

c. Articulate the reasons that scientific explanations and theories are refined or replaced 

d. Make claims and predictions about natural phenomena based on scientific theories and models 

e. Evaluate alternative scientific explanations 

7. Connect and relate knowledge across various scales, concepts and representations in and across domains 

a. Connect phenomena and models across spatial and temporal scales 

b. Connect concepts in and across domains to generalize or extrapolate in and/or across enduring 
understandings and/or big ideas 
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AP Biology Campbell Chapters and College Board Correlation 
CHAPT TITLE SECTIONS Essential Knowledge 

1 Introduction 1,2,3  

2 Chemical context of life 1,2,3,4  

3 Water and the fitness of the environment 1,2,3 2a3 

4 Carbon and the molecular diversity of life 1, 2 1d1, 2a3 

5 Structure and function of large biological molecules 1,2,3,4,5 3a1, 4a1, 4b1, 4c1 

6 Tour of the cell 2,3,4,5 2a3, 2b3, 4a2, 4b2 

7 Membrane structure and function 1,2, 3,4,5 2b1, 2b2 

8 Introduction to metabolism 1,2,3,4,5 2a1, 4b1 

9 Cellular respiration 1,2,3,4,5 2a1, 2a2 

10 Photosynthesis 1,2,3 2a1, 2a2 

11 Cell communication 1,3,4 2e2, 3b2, 3d1, 3d2, 3d3, 3d4 

12 Cell cycle 1,2,3 3a2 

13 Meiosis and sexual life cycle 1,2,3,4 3a2, 3c2 

14 Mendel and gene idea 1,2,3,4 3a3, 4c2, 4c4 

15 Chromosomal basis and inheritance 1,2,3,4,5 3a4, 3c1 

16 Molecular basis of inheritance 1,2 3a1, 3c1 

17 From gene to protein 1,2,3,4,5 3a1, 3c1 

18 Regulation of gene expression 1,2,3,4 2e1, 3b1, 3b2, 4a3 

19 Viruses 1,2 3a1, 3c3 

20 Biotechnology 1,2 3a1 

21 Genomes and their evolution 5 4c1 

22 Descent with modification 2,3 1a1, 1a4 

23 Evolution of populations 1,2,3,4 1a2, 1a3, 3c1, 4c3, 4c4 

24 Origin of species 1,2,3,4, 1c1, 1c2, 1c3, 2e2, 4b4, 4c3 

25 History of life on earth 1,2,3, 4 1a4, 1b1, 1d1, 1c1 

26 Phylogeny 1,2,3 1b2 

27 Bacteria and archaea 1.2 3a1, 3c2 

38 Angiosperm reproduction 1,2 2e1, 2e2 

39 Plant responses to signals 2,3,5 2d4, 2e2, 2e3 

40 Basics of animal form and function 1,2,3,4 2a1, 2c1, 2c2, 2d2, 2d3, 4b2 

43 Immune system 1,2,3,4 2d4 

48 Neurons, synapses, signaling 1,2,3,4, 3e2, 4a4 

49 Nervous system 2 3e2 

51 Animal behavior 1,2,4 2a1, 2e3, 3e1, 

52 Intro to ecology & biosphere 4 2d1, 

53 Population ecology 1,3,4 5,6 2a1, 2d1, 4a5 

54 Community ecology 1,2,3,4,5 2d1, 2e3, 4a5, 4a6, 4b3, 4c4 

55 Ecosystems 1,2,3,4,5 2a1, 2d1, 4a6, 4b4 

56 Conservation biology 1, 4 2d2, 2d3, 4a6, 4b4, 4c4 

Please note that info in this syllabus may change at any time at the discretion of the instructor. Any 
changes will be announced in class and emailed home. Thank you. 
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Student and Parent AP Biology Contract 

Please read the statement below, sign it, and return it tomorrow. 

I, _________________________________________, have read the expectations, policies, and 
consequences implemented by DEHS and by Miss Payenski. If I choose not to follow the expectations, I 
know that I have chosen an appropriate consequence to be taken. 

Please initial the following. 

_______I understand that AP Biology is the equivalent of a college level biology course and therefore, 
requires the same amount of work as a college level biology course (approximately 3 hours of 
independent study for each hour of class). 

_______I understand that in order to cover everything that may appear on the AP Biology Exam, this 
course must proceed at a rapid pace. Therefore, if I must attend review sessions and complete all class 
work to prepare. 

_______I have read and acknowledge the expectations set in the Student Handbook with special 
attention to technology, cellphone and headphone policies, dress code, attendance and consequences. 

_______ I have read, understand, and agree to follow these science safety rules and procedures. I agree 
to abide by any additional instructions, written or verbal, provided by my science teacher or adult 
supervisor. 

_______My parent/guardian has read these expectations and consequences together with me and 
understands them as well. 

Student Signature __________________________________   Date ____________     Class Period ______ 

Parent email address ______________________________________________ 

Best phone call at which to be reached ________________________________ 

Parent signature ______________________________________________ Date ___________________ 

Please list any allergies or medical concerns of which your teacher should be aware, including contact 
lenses. 

 

 

 

 


